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/ X chef: „ Verſe. 


e, my y People, Hitter N zuto 
thy Chambers: and ſhut thy Doors 


were for a Title Me 84 until the 
Tndignation be overpaſt. For he- 
hold the Lord cometh ont f his 
| the £0 arth ge. their WO; Fr! g 


SS THE 1 Principle of ns 


upon providing againſt Danger, 
[Si when they ſee it approaching : 
| ==] Religion - Uirects t to the moſt pro- 
per « Methods: of Security. 

My Text contains the gracious call, or kind 
advice of God to his People, to take the molt 
ual meaſures for their Safety during that 
Fncral Calarnity, Which by'l his Propher he had 


baton XXVI. 20 and bart « of 85 


about thee : Hide thy 25 as it 


place 10 puniſh zhe Inhabitants of 


Self - Preſervation, puts all Men 


declared 


= Ie x 8 - - — 
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9 


Enter into thy Chambers, and ſhut thy Dur 4. 


late Chambers, ſignifies the inmoſt and fi 


V 
declared he would ſend on the whole Ear, WR ing 


ba firſt ſtep to be taken in difcourſng,, 
theft Words, is to give you the Explicgg 
and true Senſe of them. 
baue, my people. Not go, but come; in. 
matifg, that God directed them no whithe 
but where his Preſence ſhould be with then 


>, 


bout these. The HebrewW ord, which we wu 


Part of any Houſe; and inaſmuch as Men u- E. 
ally chooſe ſuch a Part to reſt in, the Word is 110 
often in Scripture uſed to denote the Bey. Wi cure! 
Chamber. So that here good Men are dire and « 
to get into the ſafeſt and moſt ſecret Places Wi (id D 
and then to ſhut their Doors, to make all fit cauſe 
about them: But God's Judgments can reach Wil ceaſe 
Men, how cloſely ſoever incloſed within WF Indig 
ſtrong Walls; they'll all fall down before his MY of 7: 
Indignation; the Arrows of the Almighty Wi tr 0: 
will pierce through the ſtouteſt Trenches or Wi to tl 
Barricades. Theſe Words therefore are not to Ml «4 © 
be taken in a literal but a. figurative Senſe, tion, 
[The Flouriſhes of Rhetorick are very much Wl The 
uſed in the Prophetical Style, eſpecially by WM fit t 
{/aiah 5 who (ſuitably to his Quality, as being Wi tte - 
of the Blood Royal of Fadah, od a Courtit Wh othe 


during ſeveral Reigns) uſed a Style fre It 


from Ruſticity and Roughneſs, and much more Wil poun 


polite and refined than the other Prophets] nl] 
This is a Metaphor taken from the Cuſton ¶ not 
of Men in Times of Danger. ©, d. © As Fear Bi and 


c and Prudence put Men on {ſecuring then: min 


« ſelves within the ſafeſt Retreats in ſtormy 


«© Weather, and when Dangers threaten: 90 


ane my Peoples now my Wrath is deter, 


I "i 


(5) 
| « ing on the Earth, take ſuch meaſures to ſe- 
« cure your ſelves, as will be more effectual, 
e than the ſtrongeſt Places can be in ordinary 
« Cafes.” It is very probable, that here is an 
Allufion to the Charge which God gave to 

the ///aelites, to keep within their Houſes, and 


may be had to the Condition of Security given 
to Rahab, to keep within doors during the 
Destruction of Jericho. 5 
til the Indignation be overpaſt. i. e. Reſt ſe- 
curely, for I will hide you from all Danger; 
and don't be too much terrified, tho* you ſee 
ad Deſolations effected by my Indignation, be- 
cauſe the Time is ſhort, and my Wrath ſhall. 
ceaſe. Some Expoſitors * interpret the Word 
lidignation, as referring to Men; till the Anger 
of the Tyrants, or the Fury of the Aſſyrians 
le overpaſt. But this does not feem agreeable 
| to the next Clauſe; for behold the Lord cometh 
| out of his place, in order to ſhew his Indigna- 
tion, and 20 puniſh the Inhabitants of the Earth. 
The Seventy Interpreters have therefore thought 
| fit to ſupply the Word Kuejs, reading it, wntil 
the Anger of the Lord be overpaſ#; and ſo do 
other Verſions. . 5 
It is furprifing to find ſome Critics ex- 
pounding the Words as referring to the Gene- 
nl judgment of the laſt Day; when there does 
not appear to be any Word looking that Way; 
| and when the very following Words deter- 
mine the Senſe to a temporal Judgment, which 


x Vetablus & Grotius apud Crit. 
Menochius & Sanctius apud Pol, Syn. „ 


wt go out of their Doors, while he was paſſing Exod. xii. 
ye to finite the Egyptians. Or elle reference 22, 23: 


Hide thy ſelf as it were for a little Moment, Joſk. ii. 19. 


66) 
God at that Time was about to bring on the 
Earth; for behold the Lord cometh out of jj; 
place 10 puniſh the Inhabitants of the Earth fo 


their Iniquity. Theſe Words muſt certain 
have a very forced Conſtruction, if they yy 
extended to .the. Judgment of the Great Day, 
The Purport therefore of God's Advice is, 4 


“ The Sins of the Inhabitants of the Earth at 


ec come up to me with a great Cry; fo that! 
« am determined to ariſe out of my place, to 
« be no longer ſilent, but will viſit them for 
ce their Iniquitics, a common Calamity I wil 
bring on the Earth. But I remember yy, 
« my People, and have thoughts of Mercy to 


ce wards you; and therefore I give you thi 
« Warning, that you may ſecure your ſclys; | 
“ in your Places of Refuge, While the deſtroy. | 


“ ing Angel is executing his Commiſſion; and 
c for your Comfort I aſſure you, that he ſhall 


c make quick Work, and the Time ſhal! be 


c ſhort e' er my Anger ceaſe, and the Storm 
r - 
There is but one Difficulty in theſe lat 
Words to be ſolved, viz. what is meant by 
the Lord's coming out of his Place. There is only 
one Paſſage more in Scripture, where this 
Phraſe is uſed concernin God, Mic. i. 3. Tie 
Lord cometh forth oul of his Place, and ill 
come down. In both Paſſages we muſt not un- 
derſtand a local Motion; for God falls all Places, 
and is every where preſent : But it is the cub 
tom of Scripture, in Condeſcenſion to our 
ſhallow Capacities to aſcribe to God humane 


Actions. The Seventy read it, God from bi: | 


holy Place brings his Wrath on the Inhabitants if 
the Earth. The Chaldee Paraphraſe has it, Be- 
hold the Lord ſhall be reveal'd from the Place of 


hi 


C34 


is Majeſty. By bis Place here myſt be under- 
ood Heaven, the Seat of God's Reſidence and 
Glory: and his coming out of his Place to the 
Farth, can denote no more that his appearing 


he extraordinary Effects of his Power, either 
in Favour of his People, or in a way of Judg- 
ment againſt his Enemies. In both theſe places 
ir ſignifies God's exerting his Power againſt a 
finful People, and coming forth in a terrible 
manner to puniſh thoſe, who oppoſe his Go- 
vernment. Some by his Place underſtand the 


ing God's withdrawing the gracious Tokens of his 
and that he would go from the Mercy-ſeat (which 
mas emphatically his Place) to his Throne of 
ty#, This laſt Interpretation (though I can't 
contains in it a certain 'Truth with reſpeCt to 
the great God. Mercy is his darling Attribute, 
and Judgment is his ſtrange Work; and the Lord 
is raiſed up out of his holy Habitation, from the 
ceed to the Meaſures of Juſtice. 


Having thus explained the Words; the Me- 
thod in which I ſhall confider them will be, 


* 


ducible from them. 


The 


to take notice of what is done here below, by 


| Temple, and fo interpret this Phraſe, as mean- 


Preſence, which he was wont there to exhibit z 


| think it the proper Senſe of this Place, yet) 
| Sear of his Mercy, when he is forced to pro- 


to raiſe ſome Propoſitions of Truth contain'd in 
them; and add ſome Rules of Duty plainly de- 


Judgment, and from thence execute his Mrath on | 
the Inhabitants of the Earth for their Iniqui- 


Zech. ii. 


335 
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| 


632 5 
The Propoſitions are ſix. 


1. That whatever Afflictions or Calamitg | 


befal a People, the great God is the Di. 
pener. of them. ooh 7. 
2. That with reſpect to Men, Sin is the 


- 


procuring Cauſe of them. 
3. That tho'.God 2 the Inhabitants ar 
the Earth for their Iniquity, yet he wil 


not always be angry. 


4 ſuch Calamities are not of long 


Continuance. | == 
F- That in Times of common Calamity, 
God's People have Places of Security, 
wherein they may hide themſelves. _ 


6. That God pives his Servants Warning, 


before he ſends his Judgments on a Nu 


tion, and admoniſhes them to provide x 


Shelter from the Storm. 
Ot each in Order, 


Prop. I. That the great God is the Diſpenſer 

of all the Afflictions or Calamities which befil 

2 People. The Lord cometh out of bis Place, &c. 
It is uſher'd in with a Note commanding At- 
tention and Regard, behold; obſerve, take no- 


Amos iii. tice whence your Troubles come. Shall then 


be Evil in a City, and the Lord hath not done i, 
ſays the Prophet? All Calamities are the Add 
of Providence; all Events that befal us proceed 
tom God. Affiction, as Eliphaz ſays, camel 
Job v. 6. not forth of the Duſt, neither doth Trouble ſpring 
ut of theGround. This was a common Proyer- 
bial Speech in the Eaſtern Countries, to fignity 
that no Event happen'd by Chance, without 
God's Leave or Direction: And it is _ i 
e bes 


5 
N 


ul} 


| (-9-] 1 
bes come from him; it is He who forms the 
Liobt, and creates Darkneſs; it is He that makes Ifiah xlv, 


Peace and creates Evil, I the Lord do all theſe 
things, fays he. Every Diſcaſe or Trouble on 
, private Perſon, or a whole Community, 
mes from the Hand of God; its Commiſſion 
5 igu'd and ſeal'd in Heaven. 5 
We are apt indeed, under ſore Trials, to in- 
reigh againſt ſecond Cauſes, as if all were to be 
denbed to their Influence; whereas they are 
entirely ſubordinate to the Will of God, and 
cannot offend us without his Licenſe or Order: 
He by his All-wiſe and All- mighty Providence 
ſuperintends and guides them all. The Obſer- 
ration concerning the great Famine in Samaria 
was juſt, tho' it was made by a wicked Man; 


Behold, this Evil is of the Lord: But the Con- 2Kings vi. 


cuſion was wrong, Nhat ſhould I wait for the 
Lird any longer; ſince he ought to have argu- 
ed, Is it of the Lord! therefore I ſhould wait 
for him, till he who ſent it, ſees fit to remove 
it. Job knew this Doctrine to be true, when 


+, 


33. 


he anſwer'd his Wife, Shall we receive Good at Job ii. 10. 


the hand of God, and ſball we not receive Evil? 


Neither was David a Stranger to it, as ap- 


Ipears by what he ſaid when Shimei curſed him; 
Let him curſe, becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto 2 Sa 


bm, Curſe David. © IT 
God, as he is ſupreme Lord, muſt be ac- 


10. 


knowledged to have an abſolute Power over all 


things ; they are under his Controul, limited 


by his Power, cannot act without his Leave, 


ind muſt act when he commands; the very 
Winds and Waves obey him. The deſtroying 


angel cannot pals thro* Zgypr, without God's | 


Commiſſion 3 nay, 'tis worth the remarking, 
that God is fo far the Author of ſuch Calamities, 


B That 


m. xvi. 


4 
} 
15 
y 
f 
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610) 


that it is mention'd as if God was the ye 


Exod. xii. Executor of them; the Lord, fays Moſes, «jj 
23+ "paſs through to ſmite the Egyptians. 


Neither is it lefs, impious than common tg 
aſcribe our Calamities to the meer Agency af 
inferiour Cauſes, without obſerving the hand of 
God in them. This argues vaſt Ignorance, fy. 
pid Negligence, and a very weak Mind, The 
Nhciors which we form of the Divine Bein ; 

will make it clear to a conſiderate Man, thy 

He muſt needs be the Diſpenſer of Afflictiom 
God is Ommniſcient, lo that nothing can happen 
without his Knowledge ; he is Almigbty, .o 
that nothing can be done againſt his Will, be. 
_ cauſe otherwiſe he might prevent it. From 

hence it neceſſarily follows, that he muſt giz 
leave to. ſecond Cauſes to act, and that they can 
: go no farther than the Bounds which he pre. 
{cribes to them. And beſides, if He be 4lmighy, 
it follows, that theſe mult be ablolutely at his 
Command, they muſt execute his Pleaſure in 


Whatever way he ſees fit to employ them. It 


is God's Royal Prerogative to aſſign to ever 


thing its Buſineſs, and to uſe it for what Pur: 


poſes he pleaſes. 


This Propoſition is undoubtedly true; and 
have been the larger in diſcourſirg of it, be. 
cauſe *tis-a Truth of vaſt Importance. The Be. 
lief that God governs the World, and that all 
afflictive Evil, as well as Good, is under the 
Direction of his Providence, will help to com- 
poſe Men's Spirits under the Apprehenſion of 
Future Evils, as well as ſupport them under the 
Weight of preſent Troubles; inaſmuch as it 
tends to beget in their Minds Patience, anda 
Reſignedneſs to God's Will, whatever it be. 


Prop. I. 


() 


Prop. II. That with reſpect to Men, Sin is 
he procuring Cauſe of all Cälamities. The 
Lord cometh out of his Place to puniſh the Tuha- 


gina] Word ( and ſo our Engliſh Word Iniquity) 
does in its ſtricteſt Senſe denote the particular 
zin of 1njuſtice, unequal and unfair Dealing. 
And it is certain, that Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, 
Perſecution, and the like, are very provoking 
| Sins, and will go a great way towards bringing 
down God's Vengeance on that Nation, where 
I they are practiſed. It is not improbable, that 
this particular Sin is here peculiarly referred 
to: The laſt Clauſe of the Chapter ſeems to 
warrant this Suppoſition; The Earth alſo ſhall 
diſcoſe her Blood, and fhall no more cover her 
lain. However, it can't be amiſs to conſider 
the Word in its molt extended Senſe, as inclu- 
ding all kinds of Sin, Sin in the complex No- 
tion of it: And it will hold true concerning all 


of all Calamities: So inſeparable is the Con- 
Hebrew Word is uſed for both; ſometimes for 


nent of Sin. 5 
The Truth of this Propoſition is undeniable. 


never known Trouble : When we ceaſe to be 
dinners, we ſhall ſorrow no more. The Sins 
of Men precede the Judgments of God, and are 


the Prophet ſeems to wonder how a Man can 
offer to complain under his Afflictions, when 
he ſo directly brought them on himſelf; 


03”: for 


titants of the Earth for their Iniquity. The Ori- 


nection between Sin and Sorrow, that the ſame 


the Sin it ſelf, at other Times for the Puniſh- 


Had not Sin enter'd into the World, we had 
ſo effectual a procuring Cauſe of them, that 


Wherefore doth a living Man complain, a Man La 


J 


din, that it is the procuring meritorious Cauſe 


M. ili. 
39 


612) 


for che Puniſhment of bis Sins ? we ought u. 

ther to accuſe Ourſelves, than exclaim aging 

Providence. God is chiefly diſpoſed to & $ f 

Ex. XXXIV. Mercy; he is a God gracious and merciful, ly, 

Lam. iii. /#ffering, abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, |, 

33. does not willingly aff, or grieve the Childr 

Men; tis only if need be. If they fin, Gy 

muſt puniſh. Indeed, as to particular Perſons 

God deals promiſcuouſly with them in th; 

World: The Good are often in great Afflictiom 

while the Wicked flouriſh and proſper. 80 tha 

no Man muſt be markt for being a notorigy 

Sinner, merely on account of his ſuffering 

great Troubles, as 70 was by his Friends; iy 

Eccleſ. ix. there is wo knowing Love or Hatred by the 

1. Things. On the other hand, no Man muſt be 

dcem'd at all the better, becauſe he abound in 

| Riches, and lives in Eaſe and Health and Pie. 

ty, free from Troubles and Sorrow. The Rex 

ſon of all this is plain; becauſe there is another 

Day coming, when God will reckon with the 

Wicked, and reward his Servants. Good Men 

have their evil things here, the Sinner his po 

Lake xvi. things; but in the next World, they ſoall le 
235. comforted, and he be tormented. _ 

But the Caſe with Nations and whole Socie 

ties is different; © Becauſe (as a great Man cb. 

ſerves *) © Publick Bodics and Communities of 

« Men, as ſuch, can only be rewarded and 

"wy puniſhed in this World. For in the next, 

© all thoſe Publick Societies and Combinations 

© wherein Men are now linked together under 

4 ſeveral Governments, ſhall be diffolyed.” We 

muſt conſider God, not only: as gow. and mer: 


PF Archbiſhop Tillotſn's Serm. on Prov. xiv. 34. Vol.]. 
p. 130. Edit. the Fit, Ny 


cif, 


n 


| ciful, but as the juſt and ſovereign Ruler of the 
| World, and that it becomes him to maintain 


the Honour of his Government : From whence 
it follows, that if a People rebel againſt God, 
violate his Commands, and will not be reclaim- 


ed by the gracious Methods he is pleaſed to uſe 


with them, his Juſtice will at length take 
place: If his Mercy will not reform them, his 


judgment will deſtroy them. Publick Sins 


bring down Publick Judgments ; if the Sins of 
Nation go up to Heaven with a mighty Cry, 
we may expect that Calamitics will ruſh in up- 
on that Nation with a mighty Torrent. Na- 


tional Troubles are often times the natural Pro- 


duct of National Sins: For the Vindication of 
God's Honour he punithes publick Sins; he 
will not let them eſcape publick Judgments. 
The ſacred Scripture, and the Hiſtory of all 
Apes join in the proof of this. So that where- 
ever publick Calamities at any time fall, they 


| muſt be interpreted as the Signification of 


God's Diſpleaſure with that Nation. For tho” 
we muſt not ſay, that they are greater Sinners 
than all other People, becauſe they ſuffer ſuch 
things: Yet we may without Breach of Cha- 
ity ſay (what they themſelves ought to think,) 
that God is contending with them for Sin; 
fince all (even the beſt) Nations under Heaven, 
are ſo fill'd with Iniquity, that at all times they 

deſerve the ſevereſt Rebukes of God's Provi- 
dence, and he would be juſt, tho' they were 

WWW TY 
do not ſay that God is obliged, in Vindica- 
tion of his Honour, to puniſh this or the other 
Nation for their crying Sins, when they at 
firſt commit them. We ſee that God ſpares 
mem long, and is willing by gentle Methods 
3 SM — 


(14) 
to bring them'to Repentance, and make they 
return to their Duty. Common Experience 
thews, that God is loth to give up a People, 
and to uſe that Severity with them which he 
Juſtly might. God uſually deals with a People 
at firſt by his Word: If they will not attend tg 
that, he nent ſhakes the Rod over them: Ang, 
if this will have no effect, then he ſtrikes the 
. Blow, and makes them bear the weight of his 
Wrath. But this I fay, that whenever the 
Calamity comes, they muſt conſider it as the 
Fruit of their own Doings, and an Evil of 
their own procuring. And in caſe a Nation h 
been long ſpared, and highly favour'd of God, 
and ſeveral Methods have been uſed to reclaim 
them, which all proved ineffectual, they mut 
expect that God's Hand will fall the heavier, 
Heinous, repeated and aggravated Sins will be 
followed with ſurpriſing Puniſhments. 


Prop. III. That tho' God puniſh the Inhabs- 
tants of the Earth for their Iniquity, yet he 
will not always be angry. The Indignation wil 

be overpaſs. Texts of Scripture are numerous 
that prove the Truth of this Propoſition, 
which has been confirmed by the Experience 
of all Nations in all Ages. Every Community 
at one time or other has had its Calamities, Ha- 
mine, Sword, Peſtilence, or the like; and fome- 
times it may be to that Degree, that they hare 
thought their Caſe deſperate and remedileß; 
yet at length the Storm has blown over, and 
the Sun has broke through the Clouds: Ex- 
- cept in thoſe Cafes where God determined to 
make a full End of a People; as in the Inſtance 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, when all were deltroy- 
ed, unleſs righteous Lot and his Family, who 
| were 
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(15 ) 
were ſnatch'd as Firebrands out of the Burn- 


"Thus when God reproves the Fews for their 
Kolatry, and intimates that he would reckon 

with them for it, as he had already in ſome | 

neafure done; he tells them, I will not contend 

i ever, neither will I be always wroth. The 

Reaſon given will hold good in all Caſes, aas 
well as in this of the Jews; ſays he, For the Iſaiah lvii. 
Spirit ſoould fail before me, and the Souls which 1s. 
have made. Parallel to which is that of the _ 
plalmiſt, Hle will not always chide, neither will pgl. ci. 
te keep his Anger for ever : For he knoweth our q, 14. 
Frame, he remembreth we are but Duſt. In 

Ike manner it is alledged as a Reaſon for 

God's mitigating the Calamities of the //raelites, | 
ind dealing tenderly with them: Ve being full pf lxxviii. 
if Compaſſion, forgave their Iniquity, and de- 38, 39. 
hroxed them not; yea, many a time turned he hies 
Auger away, and did not ſtir up all his Yrath : 

Fir he remembred that they were but Fleſh, a 
Jud that paſſeth away, and cometh not again. 

All which Paſſages ſufficiently hint, that there 

vill be an end of Calamities, God's Indignation 

will be overpaſs : And they furniſh us with a2 

ery ſubſtantial Reaſon, viz. If God ſhould go 

on in an endleſs way of puniſhing, the Spirits 

would ſink, and be overwhelmed with Horror 

ad Deſpair, inaſmuch as People would be un- 

able to bear the full Wrath of the Lord; and 
therefore the Conſideration of Man's Frailty 

and Weakneſs inclines God ſometimes to put a 

top to his juſt Proceedings againſt them 
otherwiſe God would ſcarce do any thing but 

deſtroy the Works of his own Hands, The 

Haul which he has made. - 


5 This 


Iſai. Xxvi. 


Amos iv. 


(18) 


This may be farther evinced from the Ver 
Deſian of Publick Diſtreſſes; which (except in 
ſome deſperate Caſes) is not to ruin, but to fe. 
form a People, to make them hoher, and wiſe; 
that the Inhabitants of the Forld may herdy 
learn Righteouſneſs, and be made to ſtand in ay 
of God, and not fin againſt im, who is the 
ſovereign and wiſe Director of all ſuch C.. 
. Jamities. Now when God has magnified the 
_ Greatneſs of his Power hre terrible Things ij 
Righteouſneſs, and diſcover'd his Diſpleaſure 3. 
gainſt the Sins of a Nation, by making a yſ 
Deſolation and Havock in it; he then for: 
Time removes his Rod, to try whether thoſt, 
Who outlive the common Calamity, are made 

better by it; whether they have a quick Senſe 
of God's Hatred of Sin left on their Mind; 
and whether they bring forth Fruits meet fit 
| Repentance. If his Providential Scourge hath 
not effected this, God then uſually berakes him: 
ſelf to ſtill rougher Meaſures, as he did in the 
caſe of the {/raelites: He ſent them firſt a Fr 
mine, then a Drought, next Blaſting and Mil. 
dew and Vermine, afterwards the Peſtilence, 
at length a Deſtruction like that of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Here were ſeveral Breaks, you ſee; 
God left off to try what would be the Effet 
of his Judgments : But when he found that 
Ißrael was incorrigible, and that notwithſtand 
ing all the Meaſures he had taken, they did mt 
_ return io him; he then takes up the laſt Reb- 
lution, 7hus will Ido unto thee. It is worth the 
obſerving, God does not ſay how he would 


deal with them; but the Expreſſion is very em. 


phatical, and carries in it, that God would 
now proceed to the laſt Judgment. ©, 4.“ Here, 
« Iſrael, I have tried you once and * 

| 1 0 but 


1 

« hut in deſpite of all my Judgments, you ſtill 
« remain incorrigibly obſtinate, and therefore 
am now determined either to bend you, or 

4 to break you; I'll ſee whether I, whoſe 

4 Name is the Lord, the God of Hoſts, cannot 

6 he avenged of ſuch a petverſe Generation. 


Prop. IV. That ſuch Calamities are not of a 
lng Continuance; only as it were for a little 


ſmalleſt Point of Time. A Point in Geometry 
i; ſo ſmall a thing, that it is ſuppoſed to have 
no Dimenfions, but to be in every reſ! ect in- 
dviſible: Thus a Point of Time, or Moment, 


fure of Time that can be. And yet (as one 
| obſerves®)- © if there be one Moment leſs than 


Moment. The Hebrew Word ſignifies the 


muſt. be underſtood to mean the ſmalleſt Mea- 


, mother, that muſt be underſtood here; for 
(tis ſaid, 4 little Moment.” The Text then, 
„l think, does warrant the Propoſition to be 
he rue; and it needs no otherwiſe to be explain- 


al or proved, than by conſidering that Jong and 
ſurt are comparative Terms, and therefore 
e; naſt be referr'd to ſomething elſeQ. 
n The Publick Calamities which befal any Na- 
ton are not of long Continuance, either 

1. In Compariſon with that much longer 


Time of Proſperity, which moſt (if not all) 


nd- Nations are indulged with. “ God (ſays a 
ut great Man f) “ illuſtrates his Goodneſs in his 
eſo- “ diſpoſing of Things in ſuch a manner, that 
the “ there is a hundred times more Good enjoy'd, 
oult “ than Evil ſuffer'd, in the World. How ſel- 


em. dem is the World affrighted, or chaſtiſed, 
oult “ with Signs or Prodigies, Earthquakes or In- 
lere f Tire WALES. j 

7 Sup _, I Pr. Grew's Coſmol. Sacra, p. 97. 98. 


C undations, 


(rs) 
Dundations, Famines, or Plagues? Se. 4 
God delights in the exerciſe of Mercy, ſo th, 
Diſpenſations of his Providence . toward al 
People; diſcover more Gentleneſs than Sever; 
The Hiſtory of moſt Kingdoms will demol. 


U 


„ - 7; +; 

2. As theſe Words are inſerted for the Con. 
fort of God's own People, with'reſpe& tothe 
Share which they would have in a commonCy 

Jamity3;ſo the little Moment may be conſider i 
Compariſon with that Eternity, which they hay 

the Promiſe and Hopes of ſpending in Peace wy 
Happanels. _ Suppoting the Troubles ſhould not 
end, till your Lives are concluded, yet tis but 

Pi. xxx. 5. fo a ile Moment. My Anger, lays God, a 
OO endure but a Moment; Weeping may endure fn 
a Night, but Joy cometh in the Morning. It i 

with reference to this, the Apoſtle ſays con 
2 Cor. iv. cerning the Afflictions of the Saints, Their 1 
17» . Aittion is but for a Moment. Man's Life, n 

_ compariſon with Eternity, is no longer; and 


” 


therefore the good Man's Troubles mult be a 


| ſhort as a Moment. 
Io 2 V. That in Times of common Cilami 
ty, God's People have Places of Security 
wherein they may hide themſelves. Enter int 
thy Chambers, and ſhut thy Doors about ilu, 
Hide thyſelf. Theſe Chambers, or Places of &. 
curity, can be ſuppoſed to mean nothing el 
than the Attributes, Providence and Protedion 
of God; and he entering into them muſt denote 
thoſe Chriſtian Duties and Graces, by the Dil 
charge and, Exerciſe whereof we obtain God, 
Protection in Times of Danger. We will cot 

ſider them apart. 1 

9 RET 


. Gol 


(19) 
. God's Attributes, Providence, and Protees 1 
non, are the great Security of his People in 
Times of Danger. God by his Providence ſu- 
erintends the Affairs of this lower World, and 
b preſent with all the Inhabitants of it: But 
tis ſpecial Preſence is with his People, his Co- 
renant-Servants z of theſe he takes a peculiar 
Care. In tbe Time of Trouble, ſays the Pfatmiſt; Pſ.xxvii.5. 
be ſhall hide me in his Pavilion, in the Secret of 
lis Tabernacle ſhall he hide me. «© The Attri- 
« butes of the Lord (ſays Mr. Henry) are the 
« Secret of his Tabernacle.” The Name of the Pro. xviii. 
Ind is a ſtrong Toer; the Righteous runneth in- nw. | 
nit, and is ſafe. The Name of the God of Ja- Pal-x*.1. © | 
cob will defend his faithful Servants in Danger. "I 
He hall be for a Sanctuary to them Here ſeems Ifaiah. viii. 
to be an Alluſion to the Cuſtom of Men's flying 74 
| for Shelter and Protection to lay hold on the 
Horns of the Altar. God will be a facred and 
nviolable Refuge to them who fly to him for 
dafety. The Security which God's People may 
expect 1n times of general Diſtreſs is very large- 
ly deſcribed in the ninety firſt Pſalm; which 
Palm 15 on good grounds thought to have 
been compoſed by David, on account of that 
Peftilence which deſtroy'd ſeventy thouſand 
Men in the compaſs of three Days; the Hiſto- 
ry of which you have at the End of Samuel. 
In hort, as there can be no Safety expected 
in common Calamities from any but God; ſo if 
al the Perfections of God can make his People 
ſecure (which, I hope, none of you queſtion) 
they ſhall be ſafe : His infinite Wiſdom ſhall 
ind out Meaſures for their Protection; his al- 
mighty Power ſhall make them effectual; and 
his Truth and Faithfulneſs ſhall ſee to the mak - 
ng good all his Promites; fo that with Safety 
WY good 


(20) 
pſal. xci. i. good Men ſhall abide under the Shadow of th, 
| Almighty. % 

2. But then, as we expect Protection from 

God, there are ſome Terms required of um; 

ſomething which we muſt do in order to . 

tain it; which is the ſecond Thing to be eh. 

quired into. The Chaldee Paraphraſe runs this; 

Do good Works, which may protect thee in ting 

of Tribulation Good Works and a holy Chr. 

ſtian Converſation recommend us to God's F. 
vour: for he has condeſcended to bind himſegt! 

by Promiſe, that he will take care of, and pry. 

1 Tim. iv. tect thoſe, who thus behave themſelves. Gy. 

8. Iineſs has Promiſe of the Life that now is, as wel 

as of that which is to come. in 

The general Anſwer to this Head of Enguin 

may be, the managing our Converſation in {| 

things as becomes the Goſpel, and living up u 

the Characters we bear, as Servants of the moſt 

High God. But I ſhall be a little particular in 

mentioning ſome of thoſe Duties which are re- 

quired of us, that we may ſecure God's Protec. 

( „„ 

I. A lively Faith and vigorous Truſt in God. 

By Faith we lay hold on the Promiſes of God, 

and with a quiet Spirit truſt him for the mak- for 

ing them good. In Times of great Diſtreß, Wl {as 

God loves to fee his Servants act their Faith in cn. 

him; hereby they bear themſelves up, medit- WM on 

ting not only on the Promiſes, but alſo on the #4 

Perfections of God; his Omnipotence, Wil WF ! * 
dom, Goodneſs and Truth. God will rewad unt 
Hab. ii. 4. the lively Actings of Faith. It is faid, Th Wi fuc 
Juſt fhall live by Faith, i. e. Faith, by the Hep Oc 
of God, ſhall keep him alive in the midſt of Wh Bl 

Heb. xi. 7. thick Dangers. Noah believed, built an Ark, Dr 

and was faved. Pharach's Servants, who ” Ri 
e | hee 


n 
ered God's Word, ſecured their Cattle from the Ex. is. 18, 
Hall. And ſays the Pſalmiſt, Becauſe thou baſt & ſeq. 
made the Lord, which is my Refuge, even the Pal. pg 
moſt High thy Habitation; there ſhall no Evil Be- * 
fall thee, neither ſhall any Plague come nigh thy 
Dwelling. The Believer does, as it were, 
qwell in God: The Covenant of Grace, which 
the good Man by Faith accepts, unites God 
and him together in ſo cloſe a manner, that 
be lives in God; God is his Habitation. | 
| 2, A hearty Sorrow for Sin, and a ſincere 
forfaking of it. If Sin is the procuring Cauſe 
of God's Wrath, Repentance will remove it; 
for Repentance in its true Nature, is an actual 
forfaking of Sin. And if we on our parts for- 
ake it, God on his part has promiſed to for- 
gire it, and will not ſuffer his Wrath to fall 
en us for it. The very Appearance of Re- 
pentance has been a means of keeping off 
God's Judgments, when they have been denoun- 
cd: As in the Caſe of Ahab; when he hum-_ 
bled himſelf, God would not bring the Evil in his 1 Kings, 
Days, which he had threatned for the Affair xxi. 27,29. 
| of VNaboth's Vineyard. And that ſincere Re- 
| pentance will have this Effect, appears plainly 
irom the following Paſſage z At what inſtant, Jer. xviii. 
ſays God, I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and 77 *: 
concerning @ Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 
down, and to deſtroy it : If that Nation, againſt 
whom 1 have pronounced, turn from their Evil, 
[ will repent of the Evil that I thought to do 
unto them. Now if Repentance will ve thus 
ſucceſsful to guard a whole Kingdom from 
God's Judgment, and put by the threatned 
Blow; then no doubt but the Exerciſe of this 
Duty is the likelieſt Method to ſecure the few 
Righteous, when a common Calamity rages in 

_— a Nation. 


en 
a Nation. Scripture abounds ſo much with 
Declarations of God, and Experiences of Men 
about this, that no one who converſes with hi 
Bible can be ignorant of them, and thereſor 

I forbear mentioning more. 
pſ. xci.14. 3. The Exerciſe of Love to God. Becauk 
bie hath ſet bis Love upon me, therefore will I d. 
liver him. God is never backward to hel 
thoſe who love him, and can exerciſe thy 
Love to him at aTime when he appears chat 
in the Robes of Vengeance. Thoſe that thus ho. 
nour God, he will honour and this way has he 
ſometimes teſtified the Regard and Love which 
he has for them, by preſerving them from 
thoſe Evils which have been of fatal Conf. 
_ quence to others. God vill ſet his People yy 
hizh; out of Gun-ſhot, far above the Reach of 
Danger; ſo near himſelf, that 20 Evil ſhall l. 
fal them: Tho' à thouſand fall at their fil, 
and ten thouſand at their right band, yet w 

PL. xci. 7- Plague ſhall come near them. 
4. Fervent Prayer to God. Poſſibly thi 
may be principally meant in the Text, by tha 
Expreſſion, Enter into thy Chambers, and ſhut 
thy Doors about thee. The Direction which our 
Saviour gives about Prayer, gives ſome Coun 
Mat, vi. 6. tenance to this Suppoſition; But thou, whey 
thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, and whe 
thou haſt ſhut the Door, pray to thy Father which 
fſeeth in ſecret. Whether this be mainly to be 
underſtood in the Text, or no, tis certain that 
the fervent Prayer of the Righteous availeth mull. 
Prayer is a Duty wherein we addreſs ourſelves 
to God, and acknowledging our Dependance 
on him, commend our ſelves to his Protection 
and Bicking;z and that Prayer which is put up 
In 


3 
b Win a right manner, we are aſſured, ſhall 'be ef- 
n W£-Qual to obtain God's Favour. | | 
is WW God has conferred a wm Honour on ſome 


re Jof his praying Servants, ſuffering them to ſtand | 
in the Gap, and by their Prayers to prevent 
the Ruine of whole Societies. God repented of Ex. xxxii. 
„he Evil which he thought to do againſt his People 14. 
b W1facl, at the Intreaty of Moſes; and had cer- 9 Plal. 
«x Wrzinly brought it upon them, had not that 
— Man /tood in the Breach. In like manner 
„be was prevailed on by Lot to fave a whole Gen. xix. 
e City. Now if the Prayers of God's faithful 20. 
b MW Servants are fo available to preſerve others 
n W from Ruine, much more may we expect, that 
„they may be effectual to obtain God's Pro- 
1 W icftion of themſelves from deſolating Judg- 
f W ments. Prayer does, as it were, bind up God's 
„Hands: and therefore when God acquainted 
 W Moſes with the Judgments he would bring on 
o Vael, he ſays ro him, Let me alone. Now Ex. xxxii. 
this was not (as one of the Fathers obſerves*®) 10. 
Prohibition of Moſes's Interceſſion: for we 
fand that Moſes did atterwards beſeech the Lord 
in favour of that People; which he never 
would have done, had he thought there was 
» WF any ground to interpret this as a Command of 
God not to plead for them. But the Words 
carry in them an Intimation, that Prayer would 
be a means to hold back God's hand from de- 
e ſtroying: 5. 4. © If you, my Servant, whom 
I love, intereſt your ſelf in their Cauſe, and 
« go about to plead for them, 1 ſhall be loth 
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ö 
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e * Sine me; ac fi diceretur, noli eos diligere. Obtempe- 

1 randum autem eſſet Domino dicenti, li eos diligere, ſi hoc 
jubendo dixiſſet, & non potius admonendo, & exprimendo 

q quid illum ab eorum ſupplicio revocaret. gt. Ou eſt. 

be Ex. 49. P. 67. Ss 
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dj. 
Men uſually ſuffer without Diſtinction; the 
Servants of God fall by the Sword, Famine, or 


abandon'd Sinners; and it does not appear, that 


Reſp. 


be vindicated, if we only conſider, that hy 


promote our future everlaſting Felicity. Every 
Chriſtian will allow, that his eternal Happinel 


that if our Continuance here will not tend to 
our everlaſting Advantage, it would rather be 
a Curſe than a Bleſſing to be detain'd here lon- 


God, who knows what is beſt, will do that 
Which is beſt for his Servants : He will deliver 


Body, they ſhall not fall by thoſe Calamities 


Which we have now been ſpeaking of. 


(24) 


&* to do any thing againſt them; your Prayey 
c and Pleadings will make me recede from myh 
% Purpoſe.” God loves to find his People on 
their Knees, and he will not ſend them empt 
away. Call upon me in the Day of Trouble, ant 
1 will deliver thee, ſays God. 

To all that has been ſaid under this penery 
Head it is objected, 8 e 
That in a time of common Calamity all 


Plague, as well as the moſt profligate and 
good Men have that ſpecial Protection of Go, 
I anſwer; God's Faithfulneſs may eafil 


Promiſes of protecting his People in Time 
of Danger (and indeed all Promiſes of temponl 
Bleſſings) muſt be taken conditionally ; that 
they ſhall be literally made good, if they wil 


is of main Concern to him, and that all things 
mult be denominated good or evil, only as they 
further or hinder that. From hence it follow, 


ger. The Caſe in one Word ſtands thus; 


them from the Curſe of AMictions, tho' they 
are exerciſed with them; and if it ſhall make 
for their beſt Intereſt to be continued in the 


which ſweep others away: But if they are np ſhi 
L "" 


3 13 
fr Glory, and their Work is done; he'll then 
take them to Heaven. And no Man, who has 
1 right Judgment of Things, can think that 
Go does hereby prejudice his Servants; for it 
hall certainly be well with the Righteous. T63 iti. 46, 


Prop. IV. That God gives his Servants Warn- 
ing before he ſends his Judgments on a Nation, 
and admoniſhes them to provide a Shelter from 
the Storm. Come, my People, &c. Whoever 
z acquainted with the Hiſtory of the Old Teſ- 
tament muſt acknowledge, that this Propoſition 
z true. The Prophets were then near God, 
and were admitted to the Knowledge of the 
Arcana Imperii; God did not hide his Secrets 


from them. Surely the Lord God will do nothing, Amos iii. 
but he revealeth his Secret unto his Servants the 7. 
Prophets. In like manner other Servants of 

God have been acquainted beforehand of ap- 
proaching Calamities. Noah, you know, was 

warned of God concerning the Deluge; and be- 

leving that what God had foretold him of 
would really come to pals, and being moved pq, xi. ). 
with Fear, be prepared an Ark for the ſaving his 
Houſe. Thus God acquainted Abraham with 

his Deſign of deſtroying Sodom and Gomorrah. 

The manner of Expreſſion in the Text is very —\ 
emphatical; And the Lord ſaid, ſhall I hide from Gen. xviii. 
Abraham the thing which 1 do? The Seventy 17. 
read 1t negatiyely (and certainly there is a ſtrong 
hal Negation implied) Iwill not hide; I can't allow 

rer my ſelf to keep ſuch a thing ſecret from Abra- 


hey bam my Friend, I muſt acquaint him of it. So 
aeg likewiſe Lot had Notice of this, before the De- Gen. xix. 
tho ſtruction actually came; and poſſibly God might, 13. 
ties inform Abraham of it with a Deſign that he 
pe ſhould diſcover it to his Nephew Lot, who, it 


for | D „ ſeems, 


( 26 ) 
ſeems, was the only righteous Perſon in the 
whole Place. Many other Inſtances of thi; 
Nature might be producet. 

But God does not diſcover ſuch thingy b 
Divine Revelation now in our Days, as of al 
Prophecy is ceaſed, Viſions are at an end. But 
we have in our hands a ſure Word of Prophecy, 
by attending to which, and a cloſe obſervation 


of the Methods of Providence, God's Servant Gol 
may be able to form a probable Judgment how Wlll 60d 
God will deal with a Nation now. It is the d 
Character of a good Man, that he obſerves Wil nen 
Things, conſiders and takes notice of God; pre 
Doings, He regards the Works of the Ld. Ine 
Now by obſerving how God has dealt with nd 


Nations in former Ages, and by comparing the Wi ther 
State of thoſe Nations with that of any other 
Community at preſent, a wiſe and a good Man 
may in {ome meaſure know how tis likely God 
will treat a Nation now in parallel and agreeing 
Circumſtances. As for Inſtance, when the Sins 
of a People are highly aggravated, and Men grow 
bold and harden'd in Iniquity; when good Men, 
many of them arc taken away, and thoſe who 
luryive only live to mourn over the Wicked. 
neſs of the Land, are not able to ſtem the Tide 
of Sin, and ſcarce have Power to pray or inter- 
cede for others; theſe are fad Symptoms (inal 
much as they are not new ones) that Gods 


Wrath is coming down on ſuch a Nation: And ou 

therefore when God's People fee ſuch Signs, let of 

them enter into their Chambers, and hide themſelves. Wil th 

I don't fay that God is obliged, by ſuch fore: vi 

going Circumſtances, to ſignify his Deſigns to . 

his People. Sometimes he ſtrikes the Blow WI ir 
without giving any Warning; and'tis hisRoy- 

al Prerogative to ule a free Liberty in this Cale. Wil þ 


But 
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nut however it is his uſual Method, by ſome 
ch Ways to make his People, who are obſer- 


yant of his Doings, | to underſtand what Mea- 


tres he is about to take, 5 

The applicatory Part of this Subject ſhall (as 
promiſed at firſt) conſiſt in the following 
Rules of Duty. 7 „ 

1. Let us ſtand in a holy Awe of this great 
God, who is the Diſpenſer of all Calamities. 
God has an abſolute. Command of all Creatures, 
ind can make uſe of any of them as an Inſtru- 
ment to execute his Wrath on a ſinful People. 
Eyen Flies and Lice, thoſe mean and deſpicable 
Inſects, can Plague Egypt, if God lets them looſe, 


the World ſtand in awe of him. The Senſe of 
our Hearts a Dread of his Majeſty, a reverential 


Regard to him, and a holy Fear of offending 


We muſt be itupid to the laſt degree, if we are 


not hereby deterred from Sin, and influenced to 
maintain in our Souls an awful Regard to God. 


2. Let us hate Sin, which is the Cauſe of fo 
much Miſchief in the World. What can be 
more abſurd and ridiculous, than to love that 
which produces the moſt miſchievous Effects to 


or ſelves; hat whereby we provoke the Juſtice 


of God, and conſequently expoſe our {elves to 


the foreſt Evils? What more ſottiſh, than to be 
pleaſed with hat whereby we diſoblige our beſt 
friend, and render him our Enemy, whoſe Fa- 


your it moſt of all concerns us to ſecure? 
Let us therefore ſincerely repent of what we 


hye done amiſs in time paſt; and ler us hate 


9 2 i 


this ſoyereign Power of God ſhould ftrike into 


Him, who can cruſh a whole Kingdom at once, 
1nd, if he pleaſes, lay a whole World in Aſhes. 


8. 


ind gives them Commiſſion. Let all the Earth Pf. xxxiii. 
| therefore fear the Lord; let all the Inhabitants of 


(28) 

Sin with a perfect Hatred, ſhunning it with 
the exacteſt Care for the time to come. There 
is no other way but this, of ſecuring gy 
Luke xiii. ſelves in publick Danger. Except ye repent, y 
3-5: ſhall all periſh. And this, thro* the Mercy of 
God, and Merits of Chriſt, may be effectual tg 

our Safety. . 
z. Let us admire and be thankful to God fy 
his exzenfive Patience and Goodneſs, that he 
does not puniſh us fo ſoon, nor in fo extreme: 
manner as our Sins deſerve. Every one of ys 
may juſtly admire the Patience of God toward 
our ſelves in particular. How bold have we been 
in Sin? how flothful in Duty? how little hare 
we regarded God's Honour, or our beſt Inte. 
_ reſts? And yet God has hitherto ſpared us; 
and having obtained help of him, we continue 
to this Time. The worſt of his Plagues on 
Earth had been leſs than our Deſerts ; and the 
remedileſs Torments of Hell had been no more 
than the Wages of our Sins. But he hath nut 
Pal. ciii. dealt with us after gur Sins, nor rewarded us d. 

"0: cording to our Iniquities. 


Mie may alſo admire God's Patience, as exet- 
ciſed towards our Nation in general. How un- 
fruitful have we been under the means of Grace? 

How. has the Land groan'd under the Preſſure 
of Oaths, Perjury, Adultery, Covetouſneſs, and 
the like? How ill have we requited God's In. 
dulgence? We have choſen Darknels rather than 
Light, and all Fleſh among us have corrupted 
their Ways; and yet how loth has God been 
to give us up, or to cut us off from being a 
People! Tho' we have incenſed him, he {till for- 
bears ſtriking the Blow: And tho' we are at 
this very Day under the Tokens of his Dilples- 
ſure (as appears by the Fall of Publick Ch 
| 1 SER an 
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a the Confuſion into which the Folly of ſome, 
an the Villany of others have betray'd us) yet 
je ought with Thankfulneſs to take notice of 
he Divine Mitigation. God yet remembers Mer- 


Let us examine our ſelves, whether we are 
the Number of God's People; and let us en- 
teyour to approve our ſelves ſuch by our whole 
(conduct, which is the beſt Method we can 


aan be tolerably eaſy, while he lives in a World 
where: he is liable to ſo many Troubles and Diſ- 
reſſes, till he is once ſettled in this Point, and 


| the Exerciſe of all Chriſtian Graces, and the Di 
charge of all Chriſtian Duties, make it appear, 


Tho Men ſerve a turn by it very often among 


Harte, and trieth the Reins ; he knoweth thoſe 
that are his, and can call his Sheep by their Name. 
Thoſe who ſhelter themſelves under a mere out- 
ward Profeſſion, will find it to be a very weak 
decurity for them in Times of Danger; God 
cannot be mocked, he will find them out. 


fy that we are God's People, let us compoſe our 


= 


with great Amazement, but fly unto him, and 
ke up a holy Reſt in him. God is our Refuge, 


akein order to being ſafe in Times of common 
Dunger. It is really a Wonder, how A r 


that we really are (what we pretend to be) the 
people and Servants of the moſt high God. A 
me out ward Profeſſion will ſtand in no ſtead: 


. If upon Examination our Conſciences teſti- 


ks the Pſalmiſt, and Strength, a very preſent 


9 let us join with Ezra in ſaying, thou our Ezra ix. 
0% baſt puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve. 


13. 


s good reaſon to hope, that he belongs to Gd 
in the moſt valuable Senſe. Let us therefore, oy 


| their Fellow Creatures; yet God ſearcheth the 1 Chron. 
xxviii. 9. 
Pſ. vii. 9 
1 Tim. ii. 
John X. 3 


eres under the Expectation of his Judgments 
zanft.a ſinful Nation, and not terrify our ſelves 


Pſa. xlvi. 


$746 


in his God, who will be a Sanctuary to him i 


all his ſolemn Proteſtations of Good - will to- 


45400 
Help in Trouble z Therefore will not we fear, 11, 
the Earth be removed, and tho" the Mountains j 
carried into the midſt of the Sea, &c. Tho the 
whole Frame of Nature isdisjointed and torn in 
ieces, the Chriſtian may quietly repoſe him 


all Diſtreſſes. You have, my Friends, the Ex. 
perience of the Saints in all Ages to encour 
you in the Practice of this Duty. Nay, Tl », 
peal to your ſelves, whether you have not fou 
God ready to help you in your private Aﬀic. 
tions; and we all es how God has once and 
again appeared for us in Publick Dangers: Ly 
us therefore, with a becoming Confidence, . 
poſe our ſelves in the Almighty. In Caſes of 
common nature between Man and Man, ont, 
| who has approved himſelf a Friend by mary 
Acts of Kindneſs, will be much offended, f 
_ afterwards he be ſuſpected of Unwillingneki to 
afford his Help in a time of Diſtreſs: Much 
more reaſon then has God to be diſpleaſed, if 
after all his Kindneſs expreſſed to his Serviths 


wards them, they act as if they queſtioned the 
Sincerity or the Conſtancy of his Love, by be 
ing anxiouſly perplexed and terrified at the Ap- 
prehenſion of approaching Evils, forgetting that 
the Lord reigneth, and that he changeth not. 
God has been a Friend to theſe Nations, and 
has dealt exceeding kindly with us; let us not 
diſtruſt his Help now; he may poſſibly be bet. 
ter to us than our Fears; who knows but he 
may {till have Mercy on us? But ſuppoſing Gol 
ſhould put into our hands 3 which our 
Neighhours have been drinking of, and ſhould 
ſend the deſolating Peſtilence into our Borders; 
yet let the Righteous, the few Faithful among 
3 | | 5 US, 
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us, rejoice with a holy Serenity of Mind, ſince 


; this great God is their God. The good Man 
1. iy Favetly reſt under his Providence; for God 


ill either keep him from, or ſupport him under 

tre foreſt temporal Calamity, and will certainly 

| ike the Iſſue comfortable to him. Let us 
therefore ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Our Hearts are pg. 
rel, O God, truſting in thee, we will not be +; 
raid of evil Tidings. In all the Changes of the 
preſent Life, amidſt all the Commotions of a 

| ubleſome World, we muſt make God our 
Refuge; and having done thus, we ſhould en- 
courage our ſelves in the Lord, and with Chear- 
fiel rely on his Fatherly Care and Protection 

of us, as knowing, that al things ſhall be made 
tO WOrk thr for Good to them, Who love and Rom. viii. 
%%% ( 28. 
From the foregoing Diſcourſe we may learn, 

what to think concerning the preſent State of 
[[[ 

Let us look firſt on the dark and gloomy ſide 

105 JT. 8 1 

0. He muſt be a great Stranger to this Kingdom, 


exĩi. 


the ho does not know that Sin abounds in it very 
be. uch: Profaneneſs, Immorality, and Vice do 
p. ot creep into Corners, but walk the Streets 
hat Worefaced without Maſk or Diſguiſe. The pro- 


ſing Servants of God are not ſo ſtrict and 
atchtul as they ought to be. The Decays of 
not rious Piety, and inward Religion are viſible; 
et Ne Love of many waxes cold. We have indeed 
ie Form of Godlineſs, but very little of the 
oe, of it. For theſe things we may expect 
tat God will reckon with us; and how ſoon 
e may viſit us for our Iniquities we know not. 
here is reaſon to imagine that it will not be 


no Ing firſt; his deſolating Judgments are ravag- 
WEL ing 


ler. xviii. that God will yet u ] us and plant us, and ni. 
7: & /4-pluck up, pull down, and deſtroy us. 


300 
ing in our next Neighbour's Country, rot f 
from our own Borders, even at this time; 3 
they ſeem to be making their Way toward, ul 
But I would not terrify your Minds too muck! 
and therefore 135 
Let us next look on the bright fide of qu 
125 Caſe. | EN, Os 2 | | | 
Bleſſed be God, tho” our Caſe be bad, 'tis 
5 deſperate ; there is Hope concerning u 
e are a profeſſing People; and not withſtani 
ing the Sins and Abominations that are commit: 
ted among us, we have ſti], for what 1 knoy, 
as much Religion as any Nation under Hexen 
There are many righteous Perſons, I doubt ng, 
in our Land. We have many pious Chriſtia, 
Who are wreſtling with God in Prayer frog 
time to time to ſuſpend his Judgments ; may 
that are mourning over the Impieties of tl 
Nation, and plead with God in behalf of: 
ſinful People. And who knows but that Go 
may hear in Heaven, his Dwelling-place, a 
give an Anſwer of Peace. It is a hopeful Symp: 
tom, when the Servants of God ule their Inte 
reſt with him, and intercede in the behalf o 
any Nation. This Symptom, Thanks be t 
God, we have. Let us therefore take Courage, 
and return unto God, repent of Sin, and refom 
our Lives; and then there is reaſon to hope 
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